
Everything You Need to Know

About DAFs in 2026

Brad Cecil, CFRE, President and CEO

Vickie Mathews, CFRE, Senior Vice President





Sub Headline

What are DAFS?

• Charitable savings account

• No distribution requirements

• Provides philanthropic 

advising

• Accessible

• $326B invested in DAFs

• $64B in grants from DAFs

• 3.5M DAF accounts

• $91,000 average account





Source: DAF Research Collaborative Annual DAF Report 2025 



Source: DAF Research Collaborative Annual DAF Report 2025 



Source: DAF Research Collaborative Annual DAF Report 2025 



Source: Forbes



Source: Forbes



Sub Headline

New Research 

Findings



Source: Fidelity Charitable 2025 Giving Report and 2024 National Study on Donor Advised Funds 
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Who Sponsors 

DAFS? 

• 1,485 DAF sponsors

• National sponsors: standard 

(National Philanthropic Trust) 

or donation processor (Fidelity)

• Community foundations: 

defined geographic region

• Single-issue charities: 

universities, healthcare, 

religion, other specialty causes



Who Uses DAFS?

• Individuals and families (97%)

• Private foundations

• Companies

• New to philanthropy

• Immediate tax benefit

• Planned giving prospects
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Prepare to 

Receive DAF 

Gifts 

• Update and maintain your 

GuideStar and Charity Navigator 
profiles

• Train staff to talk about DAFs

• Consider tools to streamline the 

donation process
• DAFpay
• DAF Widget

• DAF Direct
• United Way of Kaw Valley

• Reference DAFs in all donor 
communications

• Include DAFs in “Ways to Give”

https://www.dafpay.com/
https://www.dafpay.com/
https://dafwidget.com/
https://dafwidget.com/
https://www.dafdirect.org/?utm_source=bca&utm_medium=refferal&utm_campaign=bca-website
https://www.dafdirect.org/?utm_source=bca&utm_medium=refferal&utm_campaign=bca-website
https://www.uwkawvalley.org/daf
https://www.uwkawvalley.org/daf


Receiving DAF 

Gifts

• Gift entry: hard credit vs. soft 

credit

• Reporting

• Proper gift acknowledgement

• Understand what DAFs can 

and cannot do

• Donor Recognition



Stewarding DAFs 

• Build relationships with 

philanthropic advisors, CPAs, 

wealth managers

• Treat the gatekeeper as the 

donor

• Train staff to follow up

• Invite for tours

• Provide updates on outcomes, 

annual reports, one pagers, 

etc.

• National vs. local
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Resources 

• Handouts: Sample language for donor 

communications

• Handouts: Research cited

• Council on Foundations Community 

Foundation Locator

• 2024 National Study on Donor Advised 

Funds

• Fidelity Charitable 2025 Giving Report

• DAF Research Collaborative Annual DAF 

Report 2025

• DAF Day

• DAFpay, DAF Widget, DAF Direct

https://cof.org/page/community-foundation-locator
https://cof.org/page/community-foundation-locator
https://www.dafresearchcollaborative.org/research/national-study-dafs
https://www.dafresearchcollaborative.org/research/national-study-dafs
https://www.dafresearchcollaborative.org/research/national-study-dafs
https://www.fidelitycharitable.org/insights/2025-giving-report.html
https://www.fidelitycharitable.org/insights/2025-giving-report.html
https://www.dafresearchcollaborative.org/annual-daf-report/2025
https://www.dafresearchcollaborative.org/annual-daf-report/2025
https://www.dafresearchcollaborative.org/annual-daf-report/2025
https://www.dafday.com/
https://www.dafday.com/
https://www.dafpay.com/
https://www.dafpay.com/
https://dafwidget.com/
https://www.dafdirect.org/


Thank You

vmathews@cecilcommunication.com    bcecil@cecilcommunication.com 

mailto:vmathews@cecilcommunication.com
mailto:bcecil@cecilcommunication.com
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